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written and produced by 

the students of RSM High 

December was a month that showcased feelings of joy, love and kindness. The 

best way to elicit those feelings were to engage in the act of giving. This is why the 

RSM Christmas food drive was started. The idea for the food drive was started by one of 

RSM’s faculty, Mrs. McDowell. Mrs. McDowell has very personal reasons for wanting to 

start the food drive at RSM. “One reason is that in this time of year we tend to lose focus, 

and it allows me to be an example to my children to express that, and I feel like we should be 

able to give to others without looking for something in return and the food drive is just one 

thing to do that.” She also states that she did the food drive to set an example for not only for 

her children, but for the kids that attend RSM. Considering the hard times that many have 

experienced this year; Mrs. McDowell stated that she thinks that there needs to be more ran-

dom acts of kindness shown not only in school, but out in the world. “I think it is so much 

easier for us to get caught up in things that are really not that significant in our life’s. I think 

it is best if we lead with love and a positive attitude despite of everything else, and if we do 

that, we will be in a better place with everyone including ourselves.” The nonperishables 

collected in this pantry were given to families in need in the surrounding community.  Even 

though Christmas is not about the material things like gifts or food, these items greatly 

helped the families.  Finally, Mrs. McDowell says that when she does acts of kindness like 

this she feels liberated, and she feels like she has planted a seed of positivity in someone 

else’s life. The food drive was a success this year, and hopefully it will continue to showcase 

the giving spirit of the students and community members of RSM. 

 

 

RSM Food Drive Focuses 

on the Spirit of Giving  

by: Makayla Carson and Lizbeth Figueroa 



Laptop Learning 
 at RSM   by Jasmine Flores and  Lizbeth Lozada 
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New Year:  New You 

Study Habits to Improve your Grades 

 

 

In early December, Ridge Spring Monetta High School students began 
a new era in 1:1 learning when the implementation of laptops for every 
student in the high school became part of the curriculum.   The pur-
pose of the computers is to supplement the learning process during 
instructional days and to help the students on their days at home.  
Many students are excited and eager to get started with the learning 
on their new laptops.  Antavis Pickens, a senior, said that he particu-
larly liked that the students were allowed to personalize their comput-
er cases because that made them more creative and unique for each 
student. Having individual computers for everyone has helped teach-
ers go paperless, and that is definitely a plus in these Covid 19 times.  
A plus for the students is that the computers have reduced the amount 
of unnecessary space in some of the students’ bookbags. Although 
many people think that it is nice to have a computer to take home and 
to use at school, it doesn’t necessarily seem so nice to sisters Shelsea 
and Lyndsey Flores (10th and 9th graders). Lyndsey Flores said that she 
doesn’t think that the computers are all that helpful once she’s at 
home.  “I don’t find it helpful because I don’t have internet access at 
home." According to Shelsea Flores having to carry your computer 
around in school all day is a big responsibility because you still have to 
carry most of your books and the weight of your book might end up 
crushing our computers. Many students do worry about damaging 

their computers in their bookbags.  Even though there are some worries, for 
the most part students were thankful for finally having the technology to 
complete their work at home.  

Students in Coach Johnson’s 

class use their computers to help 

supplement their in class lesson. 

 

 

 

A new year at RSM means re-evaluating goals and grades.  Many students 

decide at the semester that a change is needed, and it’s time to get serious 

about good study habits. There are many ways to improve study habits, and 

improving grades is always a good goal and place to start. 

According to goodstudy.org, there are many ways to keep a study habit that 
can be positive for your education. Many of these tips include: planning 
when you are going to study, studying at the same time every day, never 
procrastinating during your planned sessions, starting with the most diffi-
cult subject first, making sure you are not distracted while you are study-
ing, and reviewing your notes before starting an assignment.  There’re 
many different studying habits that students here at RSM practice. Joel 
Yoho, a junior, shared his studying habits. “When I do study, I make sure I 
don’t get distracted in any way and try to go over my notes before I study.” 
Making sure you don’t get distracted is very important as a study habit. 
Frankie Starkey, a sophomore, stated, “Well, when I study, I usually just go 
over my notes and make sure I don’t get distracted in any way, because if I 
do, I won’t be able to study.” Many students that they can’t get distracted 
when they study because if they do, they won’t be able to concentrate.  
Hopefully these tips will help all students at RSM improve study habits and 
grades.     

By:  Jose Murillo       

Luz Segura and Lizbeth Lozado com-

plete assignments for newspaper 

production class.  The class is com-

pletely online, so their computers 

are very convenient. 



WEBB 
“CHAT”     

  
Part of the high school experience is discovering and exploring career inter-
ests.  As you explore career interest and opportunities, salary is generally the 
first thing that comes to mind.  When choosing a career, salary certainly should 
be at the top of the list of determining factors.  However, salary should not be 
the be-all and end-all when choosing a career.  According to the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, of the average full-time worker (those usually working 35 hours 
or more per week), men worked an average 8.3 and women worked an aver-
age 7.7 hours per week in 2019.  With only 24 hours in a day, we spend nearly 
35% of the day on the job.  
What if I told you didn’t have to work, but will still get paid.  You may have 
heard the expression “Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a 
day in your life.”  If we look deeper into this expression, of course it doesn’t 
mean you literally will not work and still receive a paycheck.  When you find 
that job, do us all a favor and share the secret.  However, what the expression 
does imply is that when you love what you do for a living, it doesn’t feel like 
work.  I could make an argument that it’s not enough to love what you do.  In 
addition to loving what you do, you have to be highly motivated and passionate 
about what you do.    
Oxford defines motivation as the general desire or willingness of someone to do 
something.  Passion is defined as a feeling of intense enthusiasm towards or 
compelling desire for someone or something.  What do the two have in common 
and why are they important when choosing a career?  Passion is an emo-
tion that fuels motivation.  When you’re passionate about something, you give it 
your all.  You pour your heart and soul into it.  You live it, it becomes a part of 
you.  Passion is not a switch you turn on and off.  Passion brings out the best in 
you.  When you’re passionate about something, you find the motivation you 
need to continue when the job gets tough and the incentive isn’t enticing.      
When I was in high school, I wanted to be a professional football player.  Once I 
got to college, the NFL seemed highly unlikely, so I decided I wanted to be a 
video game programmer.  Initially, I was undecided about declaring a ma-
jor.  My college advisor told me to choose a career aligned to my interest that 
paid well.  I enjoyed playing video games and computer programming was one 
of the highest paying careers at the time.  I figured,  “why not?”  I’d get to do 
something I enjoy while making good money at the same time.  Seemed like a 
no brainer.  After my second year in college, I accepted a work study position as 
a tutor for the athletic department.  The gratification I received helping my 
peers, and making what to them seemed impossible - possible, is unexplaina-
ble.  It was then that I began to question my decision to major in computer sci-
ence.     
I enjoyed playing video games, and I had an interest in programming and com-
puter science.  However, having an interest and having a passion are two differ-
ent things.  It wasn’t until my work study job that I experienced what it felt like 
to have a passion about something.  My passion is supporting and advocating 
for our youth.  It is that passion that motivates me to get out of the bed when 
the alarm clock goes off in the morning.  It is that passion that influences eve-
ry decision I make at work.  It is that passion that motivates me to put students 
first and always lead with students’ best interest at the forefront.  I love my 
job and if for no other reason, I haven’t worked a day in over 12 years.  It’s a 
way of life.  It’s my calling.  It’s my passion.  It’s what motivates me to continue 
growing as a person and leader.    
What are you passionate about?  What motivates you?  Once you find the an-

swer to these questions, you don’t have to worry about choosing a career.  It will 

choose you.      
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What’s Your Motivation? 

Thoughts by Dr. Webb, RSM High principal 

Dr. Karon Webb, principal at RSM High 

provides  insight for  students  in his  

article. 

Dr. Webb presents Ms. Jones with the 

December  Techer of the Month 

Congratulations to Ms. Mon-

ica Jones, the RSM Decem-

ber Teacher of the Month.  

Ms. Jones teaches English I 

and II at RSM  She also 

teaches Journalism.  RSM 

faculty, staff, and students 

appreciates everything that 

she does for our school. 



 

Yearbooks 
on Sale 

 

  4 

Students at RSM adjusted once again 

to another change as students in Ai-

ken Innovate or virtual school were 

given the chance to come back to face 

to face instruction. The start date for 

these students was on January 22, 

2021. Make sure to give them a nice 

welcome back. The school board also 

decided on January 12th, 2021 to 

maintain our same 2 days a week Hy-

brid schedule. Aiken County Superin-

tendent, King Laurence will evaluate 

overall community conditions at the 

3rd quarter interim and determine 

whether schools should return to a 

traditional schedule.  More news will 

be forthcoming on this subject at that 

time. 

By Chloe Angelos 

School News 

Virtual 

Students 

Start 

F2F 

RSM High yearbooks are now on sale.  

Please reserve your copy of this year’s 

yearbook and preserve your high 

school memories for life. 

There are 2 ways to order your copy of 

the yearbook. 

You can place your order online at 

yearbookforever.com/ which is a 

one stop online store for everything 

yearbook. This site includes infor-

mation for other services such as sen-

ior ads. The information for the web-

site is on our school webpage. 

You can also reserve your copy at 

school through our front office. Stu-

dents can reserve a copy with a $10.00 

down payment.   

By Montana Hartley 

Guidance News 
 

• Sophomore IGP’s are being 

scheduled now—please sign 

up on the school’s webpage 

or check student email ac-

counts to sign up. 

• Seniors , please check with 

Guidance or check your 

emails for scholarship/

college updates and  infor-

mation. 

 

BETA club and NEHS members are re-

minded of  their Valentines for the Seniors 

project.  These Valentines are going to ex-

tended care facilities, and each member 

needs to create 3 Valentines to be deliv-

ered to a local extended care facility.  This 

is one of the service projects that the group 

does each year as a service to the school 

and community. 

BETA and NEHS: 

Valentines for  

Extended Care  

Patients 



Working on a Season 
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Ridge Spring-Monetta  

Varsity Basketball 

2020-21 

 
 

*JV games begin at 5:00* 

 

Girls Coach – Gail Johnson 

Boys Coach – Mark Wright 
      

JV Boys – Kavin Martin 
     

Day Date Team Place Time 

Friday 1/15 Calhoun County (no JV) Away 6:00 

Friday 1/22 Wagener-Salley* Home 6:30 

Tuesday 1/26 Denmark-Olar (no JV) Away 6:00 

Tuesday 2/2 North* Away 6:30 

Friday 2/5 Blackville* Home 6:30 

Monday 2/8 Williston-Elko (no JV) Home 6:00 

Wednesday 2/10 HKT (no JV) Home 6:00 

Thur/Fri 2/11-12 Tie Breaker     

    Playoffs     

A note about basketball games: Masks are required 

at all times. Social distancing is a must. No outside 

food is allowed in the gym. Tickets are $7, and only 

100 tickets are available per game. Tickets will not be 

sold at the box office. Purchase them online.  

The varsity boys’ bas-

ketball team huddles 

together during a time 

out. 

Due to Covid-19 many sports such as basketball are being rescheduled or cancelled. 

Players and coaches are constantly having to adapt to the changing schedule, but 

this has not discouraged them. Coach Gail Johnson, the girls' varsity basketball 

coach, is working hard to get her team ready to participate in the revised schedule 

and continues to take precautions with her team and practices. She keeps her team 

motivated by making them work on their basketball drills.  She also encourages her 

team to keep up their competitive spirit. “My players are just like my children; I ex-

pect better from them.” So far this season, the girls have are 3-5 with their 3 wins 

coming against Gilbert, Calhoun County, and North.  The boys are 2-6 with their wins 

against Gilbert and North.  Both teams keep working on improving and just finishing 

out the season with a chance at as many games as possible.  

By:  Christopher Arzola and Gabriel Rueda 



RSM News Production 

The RSM news team consists of 

students who are interested in 

reporting the news of RSM 

High.  The news team covers 

stories that are important to the 

students and faculty of RSM 

High.  If you have any news that 

needs to be included in The 

Trojan Tribune please contact 

Mrs. Bedenbaugh at kbeden-

baugh@acpsd.net or a staff 

member.   

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 

Destiny Glover 

 

The 

Trojan 

Tribune 

Destiny Glover is our Senior Spot-

light and also was the Homecom-

ing Queen this year. 

1. What are your hobbies?  
A) My hobbies are sleeping, watching YouTube, and hanging out 
with my friends.  
 
2. What are you planning to do after high school?  
 A) After college, I plan to go to the Air Force and go to college.  
 
3. What are your favorite things to do around the 
house?   
A)  My favorite things to do around the house is bother my 
parents and clean my room when I am in a good mood. 
 
4. What do you consider unique about you?  
A) I always see the good in people, and everyone is comfort-
able around me. I can make a friend anywhere I am.  
 
5. How have you years been leading up to your sen-
ior year?  
A) I struggled but I made it and I am proud of myself because I 
have come a long way. I have changed, had people change on me 
and I still did not give up.  
 
6. Which colleges are you interested in attending 
after high school? 
A) I want to go to either Mary Baldwin University, North Caro-
lina A&T State University or North Carolina Central University. 

 
 
By Diego Garcia and Luz Segura 

 

 

 


